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you the \firſt fraits. however green or raw of Jour 


to. read"\it, and not conſider it was Preach'd 


To bis DINE! MASTER. I 
Mr. Barnard, of Brentwood School | 
in Eſſex. 


#-f 


S you were bb to coma me ti | It 
Schook Exerciſe,which like other Tru weY 
You >, Iwas forced to make in haſte, h ce 
you are reſolved t0 ſhew it the World I muſt der J 
fire you to ler it know, that you, and the Stewards : 
and thoſe others who heard it, had much bene : 
thoughts of it than I my ſelf had ,. or can. yet © 
have the comfort of ;, and that it goes. to the 
Preſs not out" of any wanton inclination-it has | 
that way, bat meerly to pleaſe its Friends, tho. it 3 
ſhould happend #0 be ruinid by it. : 
I thought it 'inconſiftent with my dity to dew 4 


own School, and of what you have ſo great a \ 
Title to. in the whole ;, And for your ſake I know 

all my School-fellows will receive it with kindneſs | 
and candour..:T was for their aſe I deſigned it, 
and calculated it wholly for the Meridian of + 
Brentwood , and if any others ſbould chante 7 


A 2 chief 
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[6 chief ly to youne Schallars, they may very much 
were me, if they will not give me leave t0 
: entertain thoſe with ſomething more freedom than 
3 'T would Mourners at a Funcral,and no wiſe and 
' good man can be concern'd to ſee folly and ir- 
or expos 'd and made ridiculous... 
© . There is one thing [muſt beg even my School- 
BH \ fellows pardon in, and that is, that I treated 
| thein neither with Greek or Latin, but beſides 
| that they:are grown diſhes mach out of Faſhion at 
* fath entertainments, I knew they had enough of 
| thoſe at Brentwood,ard the School I thought was 
; * @ more proper place for them than the Pulpit ; 
and that they are better afterwards digeſted into 
eat than brought up whole again; as EpiEtetus, 
* his Sheep brought their wool and their milk to 
: | ther Keepers , but not the hay and fodder they 
p-- | bed given. them.. I have no more to. ſay for my 
; EE. or my Sermon, but that-both" rhe Preaching 
E. ; and Publiſhing. it were deſigned to. be ſome way 
* or other ſerviceable to Religion and Learning, 
bw to. expreſs my grateful reſentments of the 
- Kindneſs I have ever received from you, and #0 
= wre you and the World, that T am, 
FER” 
Your moſt _onges 1 and T_— Servant, 
= " Payne. 


T8 PROV. 1. 7. ng 
Foeks deſpiſe Wiſdom a. frets 


\Hoſe:who hail beſt confider'd and/un 
derſtood the: World; the: Ancient: as 
well as the New - Philoſophers,, have always 
made- one ſyſtem! of. 116, ardxepreſented. jt 
not-only. asan/aggregate and heap of Beingy, 
but as one Compacted and: Beautiful, and 
well compoſed Body," of which- we were all 
the leffer Parts and Members: And tho they 
ſeem to. havetoo ſtraic and-natrow thoughts 
of: God and his Creation, whe:think he-made 
the whole Univerſe, the Sun-and! Moon and . 
whole hoſt of Heaven only forthe ben of 
thus lower Barth, _ Jie PING: UNS ripe 


< & - 


bſcs. 


= 


| E _ og 
In yr & ther 
ms However thi Hobbifls 


T nothing moreagreable toir;nor moredelight- 


Ci 2; 
” ſubſervient and uſcful to the whole and to one 
- another, in due proportion and fitneſs they 
are mutually. ro correſpond and ſerve each: 
other, and keep ſuch exact harmony as the 
great 'Apuers has ; runed and ordered them for. 
-rapr is! certtm Weremude/for mutual 
helpadvantageand aſſiſtance to cachother,&& 
do therefore naturally*fll into Socicrics and 
15 naah chat may berter promote their 
owh'ptivieand'the'publicood-; thicy find 
*& _— to enter 'itifo ſevetal "Companies 
earions; thie they may carry on all 
ear berxctitiall: commerce wach 
eby=increaſe che common 
Stock: 'of happineſs in- which ther own-1s1m- - 
have ac ee 

amb Mature 7dr Urion @ fas pubture 
yeoftbit themfelye-atid coheictt own ul 
antced 4 made ito timorotsand: yria 
rivchord Monſter wichlony ly andtalons, 


Havp rect arching ready ito divour and 


prejp2inpbrrietowes hind)? yeeehartnvic (elfis 


very tat ndgemls and\puod natured;) uw 


clined to 'loyeattd ſociablench, and: there is 
full 


' fell than matual friend(hipand kindneſs; to 2 
_ this Natute has tied us by:the firſt; and the = 

Fiſteſt 'liganicnts even thoſe incopr; Mathers | 
Womb, thofe aſe; xmbilitalia;ry winch we 
are united to our Parentsas we] as:nourſh'd 7 
by them ; and as we carinot: be born out-of 


x 


ſociety; and in ſuch-a wild ſtate of azature;hs 
they would ſappott us, fo: theſe: ties of :Birteb 
and Bhud do' moſt /ftrongly'! bind and faſten 
us crogetheras far as they reach; And the next _ * 
'cement of friendſhip; wo! thirofinaturgy;iknet = 
a ſtroager! is:that of; an acquaintance,;fnd - 
ſociery it our firſt render ycars, the haying 
-out firſt ſprightly Spirits mixt as it-wereantl 
 fermenced'! rogether.. The kind: 1mpreſſians 
"that were then made upon.us which we:were 
foft and fluid, hardew afterwards and:;become 
firm as m Adamant ; like characterscutupen 
the young -and tcnder bark, they, contaue 
and grow greater as the-treeancreaſes: Friend-- 
ſhip'which 'is thus carly planted 1h the fame 
mold, rootes the deeper, and '\grows the 
ſtronger, and is ready cyer after to clafpand 
embrace 1ts old affociates with the+.gtcateſt 
confidence and ſatisfaction. *Tis this Gentle- 
| men 


” together, and-/firſt to the Temple and the 
- Houſe of: God, the School of all:Vettye and 
= Re ligion ; thatas'the Ancicnts uſed'to confirm 
' - friendſhip with Sacrifices, and owed Learning 
* and Letters to be: the gift and-inventipn of 
heir Gods, and: therefore:itheir Prieſts. eycn 


fromthe: Egyprians, were the: great [preſeryers 


of them; fo for both:thoſe/accounts we ſhould 
begin wath Reli 072 by And- as .that IS; the beſt 
-guaranty: of. all icndſkip and focitety, without 
| which they/arcall but ſo:many Treacherous 
” AfotiationsagainſtHcaven,ſowe cannotſurely 
> __buthave a juſt ſence of it when we conſider 
> how Providence in a few years has brought 
-- usat caſt ome of usthroughunken ways to 
- . -our- preſent [circumſtances and. condition ; 
'when we ſee the great :adyantages we: have 
- had by. the. Blefling of God , from our -firſt 
early /and happy Education; and:the- great 
-rcafon wehave to giveHeaven our moſt hearty 
Thanks, that i'we.were not of the number of 
' Solomons Fools, who deſpiſe Wiſdom and In- 


.- -.;None 


"72). 


None of thoſe are here, they arc withour: 4 
ploding.to get mony, they are minding RI A 
as they think, of more neceſſary importand 1 
and lading themfclves with thick clay, they 7? 
are for no wiſdom but with an inheritance, * 
nor for any inſtruction but how to Thrive 7 
or grow Rich, they care for nothing further 
in Grammar than 'that of meum and tuum, 7 
nor arc for any Latin but a noverint Univerſt, 
and above all Printing they admire *King 3 
Pergamus his way, the writing upon Parch- - 
ment, and they keep no other Books bur ſich © 2 
by them, with all the various titles and editi- +» 
ons of Leaſes, Morgages, and Purchaſes; and. * 
thoſe they are well read in, and underſtand: 7? 
withousa Dictionary.And thus with full Pock-. " 
cts-and empty Heads, with Gold in their 'J 
perhaps about their Necks, and Lead 'in' their > 
Skulls,' theſe Jaden Afſes delpiſe and fpurn ar 7 
Learning, becauſe it has not always fuch Rich +3 
trappings as themſelyes.  - 2 

'But the-beſt ſort of Tools, they ſay, to ger 2 
Mony are made of Lead , or at leaſt a great { 
mixture of that Mettal ; and the fincr Orcs are © 
nothing ſo ſerviceable to that purpoſe, © — 7 


©. Andthere are aſorr of "Y dulleſt andmoſt | 
E - raping. Animals wholive alway S1ncarth,and 
3 bayc ur. very little or no;cycs. f =" 
ut there are more, Mexcuing Fools; who 
F | Texvell Ng to leapn; French. before 
 .thcy can well read or ſpell Engliſh, their 
+ 3 al Mothers thought Latin not ſo good 
L © to make a leg with, and that 
be apt ro. make th: Child-ſtam- 
oſhe ſends chem early abroad to learn 
E- 1 54 :more1mportant arts of dreflingand wear- 
a0; Feathers, of making Court and Addreſs; 
= ſo. their Lorain CHEF after.lyes-n comb- 
108. 1 cheir Wiggs, and putting ,on their Cra- 
1 ts, and they. ROE eternall Students upon 
their: oro 499 hogs ; they ſhrug and 
brow their F Sy en why Ss fread; much 
© + QrLe:cxacty, Go ug all Learn- 
Z gt ik contenni,be cal 's -; 2p and weatres 
2 ruff; and cannot. fancy the, Muſes becauſe 
"they a arc ill dreſt ; with great; judgment:they 
prefer a French face-betore Korgih and Homer, 
b +40 © MPT Wixan  OIWANY face than in 
- .allrheAntients pyt.cogetherangd deſpule, all the 
and the Roman Hiſtories in-r epecupt 
= the 
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Gi - fy 
the amours of ' the” French 'Courc. 'Ons of A 
theſementFould fain be an Atheiſt bit it, ic has} - 
not-skill to-read Licretizes, and (fo"1 | 2 
bea ſmall retailer arAtheiſr#qdPr rophantrits; 
as he picks iv-op' iff ices pateells from i'Play 7 
or a Lampoon; arid that-we may” "Fo - * 
aſſured that he- def piſcs nothing like Leath- | 
ing unleſs it be"Re/7576#; He thiugks*t od 
che World'ſo-contempable'& x Parſon * 
School-maſter, and next tothimfelf ares &s 2 
nothing ſo accompliſh'd as a Dancing- after. 7 
oraPlayer,and whis of all theſe is the worthite 
man we muſt leave tt asa diſpute; among theik- A 
ſclyes. - But leſt ſhowing you the Tictureof 7? 
theſe -Fooles ſhould make us too ny us ; 
ſcriouſly conſider -the reall good and excel-_ 
lency. that accrues from that Som and fi 8 
ſtrudtior! that they deſpiſe, 'and' T ſhall endit b 
vour to repreſent: thar to you upon theſe four 7 
ws A 
.- As it tmproves/a-mans own mind. 3 
2. As it' fits him to do good in the Wor 4.2 
3. As it entertainsa mans Tn and his L f þ 
with the greateſt pleaſure. "3 
' 4 Asitis uſefull to the concerns of Relighth 
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(8) 
- +, I, As it -1mproves a mans own.mind. It 
2 2 3s a very probable opinion of the Wiſeſt men 
+ and, Philoſophers, that humane Sguls are all - 
*H 4 Noe? Nature: like a; juſt and impartial 
” Mother, as ſhe bas made: us all gut of che-ſame 
- clay, the ſame Fleſh and Bloud, fo ſhe has 
H ally wry Reaſon and Underſtanding 
P 8IFOmRIn Portion, and given 
F. us. bn To Jets. l powers and facultics of the 
” fame ſize and bigneſs, and that which makes 
2h ra ſo much differ at fo great a rate, that 
| the ſouls of ſome men ſeem to be at as high 
pitch  aboye .the Jowelt of others, as they 
2 3? above the beſt ſort of Brutes,'is beſides the 
© yarious temperament of the Body and contcx- 
| - tare of the Brain from their Education. *Tis 
* this which cultivates and improyes the Soil 
| into Riches and Fruitfulneſs, that would all 
E without it be. barren and wilderneſs; and 
E carves & works the ſame wood into a piece fit 
Z to adorn:the Temple of God,or the Palaces of 
* Princcs,chat would clfc havc bin but an heavy 
| block and uſcleſs log : As Naturaliſts tcl us 
- thoſe active and | pirituous parts that are in 
[es Bodics arc.lock d up and 1umpriſon'd yo” 
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til they arc freed and unlooſed by heat and 
ſuch like exaltations ; ſo that reaſon which is 2? 
in human minds funk and oppreſt wIghavy' - 
matter 15 to be excited & ſublimed by-a courſe' . 
of ſtudy and learned preparations;and this it is 
ſometimes in ſo high a degree,that the ſtrong- =: 
eſt Spirits of wit and reaſon have bin drawn - 
off from the lees as it were of mankind and * 
the loweſt parts; and ſome who gave no man- 
ner of promiſes at firſt, yet by means of a' 
kindly Education have blown and ripen'd : 
tho perhaps more ſlowly, yet to confiderable;; 3 
improvements ; ſo that one would think that' * 
theſe after they became Profclytes to Learning 
had as the Zews imagin'd of the Profelytes to 
their Religion, a New ſoul put into them. 

Reaſon ts the greateſt perfe&tion of hamanes 
Nature, but like a Diamond 1t is naturally - +; 


rough until Education poliſh: and well fer it, . * 


and without that. we ſce how it ſinks into . 
brutiſh ſortiſhneſs in the untaught and unciy® 
lIzed part of mankind. | 6 43 

There can be nothing fo perfettive of our be-. . ©: 


ings, ſo much worth our utmoſt care, and, , * 
delircs 'as a wile and well improved minda - 2: 
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defect of reafon and underſtanding is the 
- greateſt blemiſh. of humane nature beyond 
hat of the worſt defornuty z and their 1s no- 
- thing. 6 fow and contemptible inthe opinion 
of every one asto be a Fool and a Block-head; 
” he thatcan endure if not boaſt himſclf to be 
> Vitious and D-baucht cannot bear that, and 
= thoour age has endeayored as much as it can 
ro-make vice creditable,and leiſ-n the vertuous, 
and morall improvements of the mind, yer 
at bas kept ſo much of humanity as to give 
the greateſt Honour;even above every thing 
t <lf{c,, ro wit and good underftapding. 
>. _ And whatis that,buca filling the nuad with 
true conceptions.and lively 1dzas, the ſtoring 
- and enriching it with the beſt knowledg. of 
+ things, and the moſt curious: Images and 
| Pictures of, thera, the enlarging and. open- 
” -ingatto the Nobleſt truths, and lercing it ſee. 
> -andbchold all things that God and. Nature has 
rzmmnd abautit. . ... 93516 95; 
"Theſe are ſome crawling Souls that look. 
-. only. downward, and mind nothing but what 
© 1s juſt under thear feet, Creatures that are con- 
”  cernd no further than their own ſtye and 
= £3 ba trough, 
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croughr, and have no larger compals' for 
their thoughts than the kennell they ſleep in's 27 
and how {hrunk and lie do their minds 2? 
grow, how. 'do they ſhriveE and dry up to 2 
noting ; 'I will not ſay howall was reaſoh 7 
beſtow'd upon them, but how 11] do they uſe 

that greaceit gift of God to men, and hide that 

noble Talent. in a Dunghill. -How 1s thetr. 
ſoul only hke Salt co keep: their Body ſweet, - 
and preſerve the hog from ſtinking ; how ? 
would it tempt one to think that was even ma- -2 
terial, and like the anima brutorum: | 2) 3 
\;_ It has beer the:conceit of many that the = 
ſoul is bur a raſa rabula, a kind of fair unwrit- + 
cen Pap:r ill it has received impreſſions from 
wichour, and in thefe men it continues a per- 
fect blank; or at leaſt tis onely a hetle ferokedyy * 
with fome odd marks,and here andthere blot- 2 
ted and blur'd over ; 'Tis onely Wifdom and * 
Inſtruction thar fill it with fair and excellent” 7 
Characters, chat writ things upon'tt m thar 2 
natural ſhape and order, that draw' thenito * 
the Liftand.in their true colours and poſtures, 4 
and deſcribe upon it- the greateſt remarqucs - 


 and{ cancerns that are- or! have been-iri*rÞ&e *} 
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(a2? 
' World: And by thcſe mcans make it inſtead 
| Go a -dark _ hollow Lon fll'd oy ”_ 

amps & ugly ſpectrcs, a plcafant and delight- 
full Eves the richeſt truth and: the 
*choiceſt knowledg. 

2. As 1t fitsa man todo good i 1the World, 
'*and I think it deſerves not the name of Wiſe- 
.dom that docs not ſome way or other do thar ; 
if a mans Learning be only about toycs and 
$ rifles, howcver odd and pretty he may con- 
E ttive them, and be not an inſtrument that 
b will ſerve to agy. uſcfull purpoſes for man- 
* kind ; if inſtead of making a little City great 
I | rn 54 hemiſtocles,it teach him only to play on 
Fre *fddle ; if it be only a critical knowing 
oxi without things,a making Elymologics 
nc Cognations with thoſe that are no way 
| *Xclatcd, a contriving nice termsand diſtinCti- 

-*oOns to Pole plain ſence, a ſtudying Judiciary 
* Schemes, and fancifull Cabalas, and myſte- 
 rious Zoars, 'tis then onely a more Learned 
: Fu of folly and ignorance ; he that Studies 
-hardonly for thoſe things, is much like 'him 
| that ſhould Travel over a great part of the 
* World to make a colle&tion of the: tayls of 
| Monkeys or the fins of flying Fiſhes [5 ag 
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('r3 i 
kind-is ike tobe more benefited by cthelabots 
of a Porter, or a Ploughman, chan by ſuch woe X 
fling and uſclefs pedantry : 'But thoſe wry 3 : 
which are moſt beneficial to the World, which = 
really conduce to the comfort, and welfate,, : 
and happineſs of Mankind, are beſt carried on- 4 
by the Tlp of the truecft: Learning g,' and beſt 
Knowlea, Phyſick charpreſerves our healeli; 

and reſtores it, 'is founded in natural Know- ? 
kge and Phyloſophy; Navigation that ET 2 


us all the Convemences and Riches 
World in Aſtronomy: and- Can - the 
knowlege of Law and Government upon: 
of Ancient Codes and. Hiftorts, 'as RN 
modern; and Divinity-it felf upon almoſt all © * 
others, -and eſpecially the knowlege of trus © 
Moralls, of Tongues, and Eccleliattizal Anti © : 
quity ; without which, inſtead of Phyſicians .* | 
and Merchants, we ſhould have only Monnte- 7 
banks and Pedlars ; and inſtead of: wee -þ 
and Divines, only Pcttifoggers and Divinity * 
Quacks. | a: Y 
And 1n all things whatſoever the more dex- 
trous and ready and nimble any parc is, the- © 
more ſabſervient will it be to the'uſes oF the 
C:-* whole 3 


Z tf | 
| wholc Body y 3 and Knowlege in general is the 
Fr thing to Practice thatSight 15 toWalking, 
” it-ſhews us the realities of things, and diſpe 
* the ſhadows and! falſe 'conceptions of them, 
| and lets-us ſee how to handle and gake right 
| hold of them, and nianage them by the erueſt 
- meaſures of Prudence ; itfers us in the right 
and nearcſt way to ſachan end, and kts us yi 
' the diffcultics before us, and the beſt means 
to them ; it regulates us in our practice 
F= tight rules and mcthods, and manages 
E= apr tne a —_ 
i propoſes ; o fome men who 
© arc; 5a. uy ito the ſhady and ſokcary arts 
_ of Knowkege and Speculation, arc by diſuſe 
| rendred unkfe. for at active Life, yet where 
= Learning and Knowkegc, and ain active Mind 
= to mect,, 'tis they that do the: great 
god much greater in ſuch'a conjun- 
tion: than they could do aſunder ; and tho 
þ [ | Taloar that we have ſome inſtances. of uſe- 
" full men, and great exploits, yet 'tis but as 
' wehave of gtcat Cures done by 'Empirics, 'tis 
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The:moſt uſcful perſons-to Mankind haye - 
bin the men of Wiſdom and Learning, wit= : 
nefs not only the Inventersof Arts & Letters, | 
the Egyptian Thoth or Hermes, the Grecian 
Orpheus. and Palamedes, and other celebrated * 


* 
RY 


names,but the beſt Law-givers that have made 
whole Kingdoms happy by their Wiſe inſtru- 
ons, Licurgus, and Solon, and Numa; - and a- 
boveall Moſes, brought up in all the Learmng * 
of the Zg yptians; and to the honour of Learn- 
ing.and thoſe who have been the Teachers of * 
it, 1t 1s obſery'd that where Princes have had * 
the fortune of. good Tutors and: Inſtructors, 
they have made themfelyes and their Kitig= 2 
domes both great; Such as Charles the Great ? 
who had Alcuinus for his Maſter, a Diſciple * 
of Bede ; Honorius and Arcadius who had 4r- 
ſenins, '0tho the'Emperor who had Gilbertus * 
Floriacenfis, and Charles the Fifth whohad'&. : 
drian the Sixth ; and fo ſenſible were thoſe. -: 
great men of the benefits'they had by theix * 
Education, ' that-in gratitude':to- their: Mas + 
ſters, ſome procured Statues for them z' is 
Mark Antony did for Junius Ruſticus, and Grd» 
tian the Emperor. made his Tutor | Auſorihs 
I”: 7.79 CG 2 Confal, 
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| Gonkl, andidlexanderowh'd himſelf as much 

5445 to Ariflorde as to Philip his Father: 
I _ The happineſs of Rome under  Nero's mi- 
- Qority 15 juſtly aſcribed to Sexeca, and that 
, 3 of Gordianus to: his Tutor Mifitheas, and this 
$ bſcrvation 5truc, both 'nearer us at home, 
| andas far back as 7aſeph and Pharaoh, and the 
foundation of the keliar Common-wealths 
by Pernons ahd-C pert who _ che Diſ- 
Ciples of Pythagor as, ng that ſaying of 
Plato, that thoſe Cotmmntewcalht s ie hap- 
py where cither Philoſophers govern'd, or 
_ their Governors Philofophized : And *ris cer- 
taut thoſe Kingdoms have been always the 
of famous cyen for Arms too , who-have 
ren {o for Learning and Scicaces, and when 
we deeayed.in the latter of theſe, 2t did in 
I & LOrmer ;/ and. was over-rum by the abar- 
 harousan In __ when 1 was be 
b wh 4 =O cer the cxcellency of Learn- 
b: mg and” Knowlege, as it entertains. a mans 
 bifc, and his ime wich the greareft pleaſare : 
- Tkns/Knowlrge like Lighe 13. not only nfcful 
_ wa nts to the doing buſineſs , _ 
tran 


ly ſo, it were no way to be def 
man would be willing to be bln 


not much to do.- 


tho he had 


Our minds are buſy and aftive things, apt % 
jects, | 2 
and can quickly exhauſt all the ſweetneſs and } 
vertuc out of them, and muſt be ſtill in queſt 
of freſh entertainment for themſelves 5 or 
elſe like cloy'd. and ſurfeited Stomachs they © ? 
will turn all they have into nauſea and loath- ? 


to be wearied and tired with the ſame 


ing ; and 'tis Knowlege alone that can feed 
them with new daintics & repaſts,and furniſh 


them with infinite varicty of ſound & mes | | 


plcaſurcs, that ſhall never grow flat and Jan- 
guid, nor fatiate and oycrcome us. 

Tis certain there is no appetite more tacng. þ 
nor the fatisfaction of it more pleaſant t 


that of Knowlege,the thirſt of it increafes with” 


drinking and yetevcry ſip and taſte 1sextreme> q 
ly delicious, and has tranſporecd even Wile ? 
cn beyond Wine, or Raptures.; with-great 
ardor and im;perus docs our minds court and : 
embrace it, and find infinite pleaſure in-every 3 
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tranſacting our affairs, but 'tis liniedy plea- ; 
fant and-delightful-in it ſelf, and were it on- © 
w gh as'no - 
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”” enjoyment of it, and all 1s conceptions are 
brought forth, if notwith caſe, yet with joy 
” Aandecſtaſic ; fo that whole: hecatombs have 
” bcenoffercd at the birth of a new notion, or 
-—,picce of knowledge; more. was Archimedes 
” tranſported with his Problem, and 4», than 
- the Pricſts, or others, at their moſt jovial 
* Bacchanals : And not only. in ſome ſudden 
©  Tapturous effects docs it outdoe all the lower 
' .plcaſurgs of Senſuality, bur it. entertains the 
* - mind with a calm and cyen, a laſting and abi- 
> ding pleaſure, or rather a conſtant varicty of 
- - pleaſures. What can more divert and pleaſe 
* our thoughts than to look back ſometimes 
upon the Ages that are paſt, to acquaint one- 
-  felf with the tranſactions and affairs that have 
| baſied the world, to view the diſtant Scenes, 
> and the thronged Theater of Ancient times, 
= and conſider all the Parts of the great Fable 
and Drama that Mankind has been ever act- 
- 1ng; and not to be always Children, as 7uly 
= calls it, and know only what 1s preſent and 
F im theirdays; or at furtheſt, have no other 
* Hiſtory than ac the beginning of an Alma- 
” nack.: I will not mention the pleaſure : of 
=... looking 
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| looking forwards to Ages to come;tho the'inx- .” > 


moderate deſire of that ſhows how pleaſant 


even the forbidden. . Fruits 'of the Tree' of 7 
Knowlege arc, but without the help cither of _ ©: 
Stars or Famuliars,a Wiſe man may make ſuch 
conjectures of. Futurity as are uſcful tohim, 


and the wiſe obſerving what 1s paſt, is the 


beſt: Scheme can be erected to know whit is 


to. COINE. 


How delightful. is it fafely to travel over © 


all the Earth , the great Cities and the vaſt 


Mountains, the mighty Deep: and the plea— 


fant Plains and-Rivers, and take a proſpect 
of the whole and large Field of Nature, and 
all the yariety upon it; to converſe now ahd! 
then with the wiſeſt Nations,: and with the 


barbarous, and ſee their Cuſtoms and Man- © ©: 


ners, and whartever-is worthy a curious en* 


quiry. How- pleaſant 1s ut to Survey the 
whole beautiful and regular frame of the' Us. 


niverſe,, to look into the ſecret treafuries'of 
the Earth, to ſee its fruitfull Bowels: diſſected 
and laid open before us, all the riches of Na- 


ture ranfack'd in its Mines and: Minerals, and © ® 


to haye a view of all its choice Pieces and ex- 


ccllent Draughts, and underſtand the fine and 


curious 
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b. ('20 x) 
{curious way by which icworks:them ; to;cn- 

: - ter int its Laboratory,. and ſec the courſe of 
|  Chymiſtry i it gocs through in every Animals 
4 + body; and the wondertul Mechaniſmof every 
J - Part arid Member ; to look into our ſelves, 
-- and fcc the dclicate Clock-work that moves 
> our Hands:and our Feet, and the: fine -lay'd 
- Pipes and Watcr-works that convey | the Se- 
* Tum, and the Blood and Spirits from their 
 propcr Conduts : Nay to abend 3 into the ye- 
” . ry Heavens, and with a quick and nimble 
- . thought pasthroughall RY Spheres and Yor- 
tices, and fee how they arc. made , and in 
- What Lines they move ; what Order and Har- 
|. mony they keep, and how the great Geome- 
| "tet has made all things in Weight and: Mea- 
= - fare,” with the beſt counſel and contrivance : 
” - What can be equal to all thefe pleaſures of 
 Wondcr and Admiration, Learning and 
| Knowledge? Thus is one of the nobleſt Enter- 
tainments that God deſigned man to enjo 

this World, to contemplate the Works wk 
* Creation, and 'tis one of thoſe Pleaſures which 
-, God himſelf cnjoy'd, when he ſurvey his 
--own Creation, and faw that it was Good ; 
. and agreable to.the idzas of his own op 
min 
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mind ; ;' there are none' but muſt be ſenſible 
of ' this, unleſs a groſs Ignorance ſpoil their - 
Palate, and like the Chaonian Clown, they care 
for no' other Meat or Entertainment but 
Acorns, and' what they have . been uſed to 1h 
there. own Cottage, ' and think nothing reliſhes 
with any true ' guſto, but rank Garlick and 
Onions. 

4. I ſhall conſider the Good and Execllency 
of Learning as it is uſeful to the concerns 
of Religion , and then it becomes the trueſt 
Wiſdom, when it has any tendency, any 
way to ſerve Religion, without which we 
are Fools in the main, and ſhall be found 1ſo 
at Jaſt, and at the foot of the account. 

There are ſome indeed, that think Learning an 
Enemy to Religion , and that '*tis better bred u 
under a devout Ignorance, And then Heathe- 
niſm, would have been a better Mother of 
Devotion then Chriſtianity; but whatever 
thoughts theſe Men have of Learning which we 
ſhall ſee anon , T am afraid they have no 
great kindneſs for Religion , 'tis to be feared 
they have no good deſigns upon it who thus 
keep it in the dark, 'tis there they Proſtitute 
D and 
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and corrupt it, and make it yield to their baſe, 
lewd, and vitlanous deſigns, and indeed ſuch a 
thing as they have made of it, the only way 
to make men devoutly adore it, is not 'to un- 
yay it ; the Light would betray ther 
falſe wares, and diſcover the baſe Coyn they 
would put off, however Infallibility have ſtampt 
and counterfeited it : but theſe men and their 
friends are often crying out againſt too many 
Schools, and too much Learning, as the means 
to make men pert and conceied, eternal diſpu- 
ters in Religion, ſetrers up of ſets and parnies, 
and fo think themſelves wiſer than their Teachers, 
o6r their Governours; If they do fo, I am ſure 'tis 
the fault of therr Ignorance, and not of their 
Learning ; all thoſe miſchiefs proceed not from ' 
having, but wanting a good underſtanding; and 
f am afraid the leſfening Schools, and fuppreſ- 
ſing Learning, is not the beſt way toremedy that; 
but as one of the wiſeſt Enemies to Chriftianity, 
Julian, thought this the molt likely way utterly 
to deſtroy it. And if Princes muſt 'u{e this way to 
keep their People quiet and orderly, then to pre- 
vent mutinies and quarelling, and ſeditions break- 
ing the Peace; they may as well blindfold chem 
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or put out their eyes, by which they would be 
forced to live quietly, but things are come to a 
very hard paſs 1t men muſt become a ſort of ſtupid 
brutes, that they may be the better manag'd, 
and in order to bear the bit and bridle, muſt not 
exerciſe and improve their Reaſon: "Tis certain 
if they had not Eyes, nor Hands, nor Legs, they 
would not be ſo well fitted to do miſchief, but 
na more would they hkewile to do nood, and 
therefore 'tis not adviſable to deſtroy a maniteſt 
good thing, for an accidental inconvenience that 
may ſometimes happen from it, not with the 
Thracians to cur down all the Vines in. their 
Countrey to avoid Drunkenneſs, nor with the 
Turkiſb and the Popiſb Policy, to deſtroy Learn- 
ing and Knowledge, to make men more Gover- 
nable and Religious. But becauſe if Learning 
were any way prejudicial to Religion, all its 
other- uſes and excellencies, would {ignite very 
little, and it would be improper for me to re- 
commend it to you in this place, I ſhall par- 
ticularly, ſhew its manifeſt uſeſulneſs to that, as 
it deſtroys the greateſt Enemies to-it, which are 
theſe : Atheiſm, TR Popery and Fanati- 
_ 

D 2 r. Atheiſm, 


w 
(24 ) 

r. Atheiſm, and yet that has been laid to the 
Charge of being great Scholars, but very unjuſtly, 
tho' we ſhould reckon Epicurns , Vaninus, and 
Hobbs, among the Atheiſts, 'tis certain, they were 
none of the great Clerks of their Age, and *twas 
chiefly their: ſingularity and boldneſs to confront 
the natural ſenſe, anduniverſal opinion of all 
wiſe men, that made them conſiderable or taken 
notice of, they might have paſt elſe unoblery'd, 
and unregarded in the common crowd : and 
we very well know, that moſt of their Followers 
m1 our Age can ſcarce underſtand, and often are 
not able to read them, unleſs for the common 
benefit of Atheiſm, they are tranſlated into their 
Mothers Tongue; and by thoſe helps he that 
reſolves to be lew'd and debaucht, thinks it beſt 
to ſet up for a wit and an Athzeft, and to laugh 
at the Contradiction of ſpiritual Subſtances, and 
immaterial beings, and he can concieve nothing 
but matter and - motion, and will not let the 
Prieſts inpoſe any thing upon hun, that he can't 
underſtand ; but had this man but a little more 
Learning and Senſe, he would preſently find, that 
tis as eaſie to underſtand. ſpirit - as. matter, 
and that there are nigh as many difficulties in 
the 


(25) 


the moſt ordinary Ph:cnomina of Nature, as in 
the Myſteries of Religion, and that he can as 
little give a full Account of the moſt obvious 
things, the colour of graſs, or his own hair, the 
natural paints of Flowers, the Species and Seeds 
of Fruits, his own Figure, Shape, and the like ;; 
as how Spirits think, and move, and converſe 
without a Body; and that a Man may as much 
loſe himſelf in thoſe things the further he goes 
on, and-muſt at-laſt ſtop at the Willof the Firſt' 
Cauſe, as in the other; and*'tis as eafie to con- 
ceive an infinite God, as infinite Matter or Space, 
and how he 1s preſent in all places and yet has 
no parts, as how Matter 1s made either of divi- 
fibles or indivifibles, how the Center is equal to 
the Circumference, and how two Lines may ap- 
proach nearer one another? and yet never touch, 
tho' drawn in znfinitum : ſo much Learning 
as will make a good Philoſopher will ſpoil an 
Atheiſt , and the right knowledge of Nature; 
will bring Him to the knowledge of a God, 
when he fees in every part of it- the footſteps 
not of Chance, but of wife Counfel'; and by 
conſidering that, he will find the nature of 
good and evil to be as certain and inimutable, as 
that: 


( 26.) 
that of aCurcleor triangle: andif he goon taxead 
Books, he will find that all the wiſe Men that 
eyer were in the world, - have been againſt 
Atheiſm, that the belief of a God has been the be- 
lief of all ages and nations, of the wiſeſtand the 
ireeſt thinkers,” as well as the ynlearned and ig- 
norant, and that there have been few ſuch Man- 
ſters of Men as have denyed it. 

2. Prophanels and debauchery, which you have 
abſerv'd I am fure the fmalleſt proficients in 
Learning, and the moſt idle truants from their 
Book, to be moſt apt to fall into; Alas'tis much 
more ealy to diſcourſe looſly and idely, then 
coherently and tothe purpole, to be fluent in fa- 
ſhjonable oaths then in any true eloquence, to - 
talk Ribauldry and Prophaneſs,than ſence and rea- 
ſon;. and therefore you ſhall often find, that he 
who could hardly be brought to conſtrue Cata at 
School, ſhall afterwards ontof ſpite andrevenge, 
deſpiſe and laugh at all- Vertue and Morality ; 
and he who could never read the Greek Teſta- 
ment, ſhall became a-natable Jeſter up the Bible 
in Engliſb; andthe raw-and fimple Hop, that has 
not. the Learning, of themeaneſt Crate; ſhall-be 
confidently. dralling upon, God.and Religion, and 
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exerciſing his wit andrailery, fuch as it is, upon alf 
the Learned Men in black ; Now had this witty 
dunce ever had the skilt or the patience, to Study 
and know what Learning was, he would have had 
more eſteem for it where e're it is, and have 
known how to put itto a better uſe. And tho' 
T ſhall not reckon either Greek or Latin, no nor 
Hebrew, neither Ariſtotle, or Cartes, or Awerroes, 
among the Inſtruments of Converſion, or the or- 
dinary means of Grace ; yet I am confident that 
the applying a Mans mind to ſtady, and em-- 
ploying itin thebuſineſs of Learning and Know- 
ledge,wilt both take him off and divert him from 
moſt of that lewdneſs and debauchery, that idle 
andunemploy'd and active minds fall into; and 
will help to fix the quick-ſilver, and ſettle the ex- - 
travegancies they are inclined to; and turn that 
looſe, and wild, and frothy humour, which is the 
uſual vehicle-of Prophaneneſsand effe@ of Idle-- 
neſs, into ſold and conſiſtent Senſe and Learning; 
and that isthe beſt prepared ſeed-plot andnurſery 
for true Religion. - TE | 

3. Popery, which ſprang up inthe darkeft, and” 
moſt barbarous Apes of Chriſtianity; in rhe 
Night when menwere aſleep, the Enemy _— 
- thoſe - 
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thoſe.tares in the Church that have ſince over- 
run the true Corn; when Learning degenerated 
into fabulous Legends, and Monkith Stories, when 
It was ſuſpected to be a good Latiniſt, and almoſt 
Hereſy to underſtand Greek; then they foiſted 
in thoſe falſe and ſpurious Readings into the An- 
tients, and- put out feigned Books under falſe 
Names, and took' the advantage of an ignorant 
and undiſcerning Age, as diſhoneſt. perſons do of 
3 the Night, or the duskiſh twilight ; and when 
E- it was become an Hereſy to believe the Antipo- 
des, it was a good time to make Purgatory, or 
Tranſubſtantiation, an Article of Faith; and even 
now in thoſe Countrys whichare the trueſt vaſ- 
fals to the Popedow, the decay of Learning is 
very manifeſt, fo that there is little of Greek in 
Ttaly, and ſcarce any at all in Spazr, the Scool- 
Men and the Canoniſts,making up almoſt all the 
Learning amongſt them, and 'tis not 'tobedou- 
bted that thereſtoring Learning by Eraſams, and 
others about his time, made great way for the 
Reformation , and diſpoſed the world very 
much to receiveit;; and that Learning, and free 
Phyloſophy, and exammination of things which 
has been the temper of the world everfince, has 
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| allow thatliberty of thinking, and reaſoning, of * 9 
,enquiring, — and judging, which the Ra. I 


15 nothing will ſo certainly cure it as ſober Learn- 


thoſe fumes that diſturb-it, and diſpells thoſe 


.ras like S __ ad Hobgoblins vaniſh at the ap- 


emi ſullciently ray chate £570 of: Tein the's 3 
uſage: of; Galikeo: it: being their whole* deſign  » 
to keep Mens minds in Ignorance and- Captivi- ©. 
ty, in: \ Darkneſs and Slavery, and by nomeans to Z 2 


formation doth. -:- 
. Learning as 'tis an Enemy to Pagers o'ris 

no friend.to'F aniticiſm, every one knows, that _ 
grows out of an unskiltul Head that has great 
heat in it but without light; Enthuſiaſm is a 
kind of Spiritual Frenzy and Religious madneſs, 
that proceeds from a great' Zeal that:puts the 
Blood andSpirits into an Extraordinary Ferment 
and Commotion, and has but very little knowledg . 
toſlakeand cool,and governthem; and nextto the 


Applications of Phyſick and letting Blood, there _ 
ing and Inſtruction; this clears the mind of all 


dark Images and Repreſentations of things 2 
that are before it; all thoſe Phantaſms and Chime- © 


Light and Day, and hant and diſturb 


proach 0 = 
E People 
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tenders to Infpirations,have been always the grear 


'decryers of Humane Learning under thename of 


vain Philoſophy, as being : ſenfible :that' nothing 


* does more tend to abate the-exceſtes :and- allay 
©. the violences of their Enthufraftick;Fervors, then 


this doth, and then I am ſure nothing can be 
more ſerviceable to Religion than that which pre- 
vents one 'of the worſt defeaſes it is fubjet to, 


A Spiritual 'He&:ck and Conſumption. 


I ſhall crave leave to add but one thimg more to 
ſhow-not only the ferviceableneſs but the abſolute 
neceſlity of Learning to Relzgion,and thar isthis,Re- 
ligion that was taught by God, and deliver'd from 


Heaven is contam'd and tranſmitted downto us in 


ſuch Books and Records as do neceſlarily require 
Learning to underſtand them, not only theskall in 
Languages as a Key to unlock and decypher the 


meaning of thoſe Holy Books, and' the peculiar 


Tditiſms and Proprieties of thoſe Languages,with- 
out'which we haveonly the ſound andnot the ſence 


-- of them, but the knowledg of Times and of Places, 
> and the Cuſtoms and Manners of thoſe People 


towhom many things in Holy S cripture doimme- 


datcly relate, and their true meaning-cannot be 
underſtood 
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People onlyinthe'darki The Enthuſiaſts and pre- 


Cauſes of mil-1 -interpreting, and miſtaking the 


cannot well be underſtood without knowing 


| (part of which is the moſt antient Writing we 3 


Wes 


underſtood without them ; one of ' the great 


ſenſe of Holy Scripture, - is the taking it as'ia 4 
Book writ in our Times, and not many Ages » | E 
ago, and the thinking nothing neceſſary to-un-_. 
derſtand and manage the Bible, but a Won 
Tranſlation, and a large Concordance ; when: 
ſome of the moſt conſiderable things in it,- not - 
only the Propheſies ofthe Meſſiah and the time vo 
his coming, but the natuite of the two Sacraments - 
nay that of our Saviour's Sacrifice and ſatisfaction, , 
Fewiſh and the Heathen Notion about Sacrifices, j 
and yet 'tis that upon which the whole i - 
economy does mightily depend. Indeed the 
reat and neceſlary lines of Morality are fo pln 
not only there, but even.on the hearts of all Men © 
that they need not much Comment ; but the un- - : 


derſtanding all rhe parts of thoſe Holy a J 


know of ) and all the ſeveral Revelations and * 
particular matters contained in them, isa Work +. 
of the greateſt and the moſt valuable Learning. . 
But Tſhall add no more but my earneſt advice - 
and wiſhes that we who have had the C— 2 
of 4 


y it ſome way. or. otharr 

of WW and bide ſome 
vantage to that by. it. | | 
And as'tisthe moſt ill Mariners and Breed- 

g not to treat - Religion, the molt Tacted. thing 
'the-World with decency and reſpe&, fo 'tis a 
len of little Wit and leſs Learning not to believe 

it, and then 'tis the greareſt. 

-topradice it, unleſs it be that of Buffootiing and 
Fw  Burleſquing i it, and therefore let us-take careto 
leave all thoſe rude and uamannetly,-as well as 
mad and wicked things, to thoſe Atheiſtical and 
Prophane;  Popiſh' and Fanatical Fools, who-are 
hoſe _ uefly Who deſpiſe - Wiſdom” and In- 


